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Editorial
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The PTS will play a major role 
in this challenging environment. 
We will aid in the improvement 
of evidence-based benefi t design, 
drug formulary development, 
and implementation across all 
healthcare practice settings. 
The Journal will be our full 
partner in these efforts.

‘‘The PTS will play a major role ‘‘The PTS will play a major role ‘‘
The Pharmacy & Therapeutics Society (PTS) is 

pleased to announce that we have selected The 

American Journal of Pharmacy Benefi ts to serve 

as our offi cial journal. We believe that the Journal will 

quickly become a leader in the dissemination of informa-

tion on the impact of formulary management strategies 

on utilization, cost, and quality of pharmacy services. 

Its mission is fully consistent with that of the PTS: “to 

foster interdisciplinary collaboration and information ex-

change and the P&T process; to support evidence-based 

formulary development and implementation across all 

practice settings as key elements in value-based benefi t 

design; to evaluate best practices in P&T organization, 

process, and outcomes; and to share what we learn with 

all interested parties.” 

The PTS leadership has been working to build an 

alliance of pharmacy and therapeutics (P&T) experts, 

corporate and healthcare organization medical directors, 

employers, and others to represent the offi cial “voice” of 

the P&T community. We want to develop new educa-

tional opportunities and policies that refl ect industry best 

practices and believe that the Journal is the best possible 

partner to help us achieve this goal.

The US healthcare system is confronting major change. 

Healthcare institutions, organizations, and managers of 

pharmacy benefi ts must integrate new approaches to 

evidence with efforts to maintain high-quality services 

and manage cost effectively. Healthcare providers and 

patients have an array of choices with respect to coverage 

and cost. It is important to ensure that patients and their 

families make the best possible decisions.

Generic products can be expected to change the for-

mulary landscape in some major drug categories because 

some familiar branded products will soon be losing pat-

ent protection. New approaches to pharmaceutical care, 

biologics and “biosimilars,” vaccines, healthcare tech-

nology, specialty pharmacy, and healthcare procedures 

are on the doorstep. Comparative effectiveness research 

and the impact of biomarkers on the personalization of 

healthcare also are ahead. With all these changes come 

increasing demands from employers and government for 

evidence of quality healthcare and improved health out-

comes commensurate with continued growth in health-

care spending. 

The PTS will play a major role in this challenging en-

vironment. We will aid in the improvement of evidence-

based benefi t design, drug formulary development, and 

implementation across all healthcare practice settings. 

The Journal will be our full partner in these efforts.

In addition to our work with the Journal, I would like 

to inform you of 2 other PTS developments. The fi rst re-

lates to a new feature of the PTS Web site. The second 

relates to an extremely important conference taking place 

in May 2009.

The PTS Web site (www.pandtsociety.org) now offers 

free webinars of selected sessions from our 2008 Annual 

Conference. You’ll be able to listen to the opening gen-

eral session, “Clinical Value and Comparative Effective-

ness: Generating Evidence,” with faculty Sean R. Tunis, 

MD, MSc, founder and director of the Center for Medical 
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Membership Benefits
The Pharmacy & Therapeutics Society (PTS)
Your resource for information, advocacy, and continuing education
on the pharmacy and therapeutics process. The Society is expanding
its services to help you meet the challenges of the P&T process…

� Continuing education and training programs—focused on the
 unique needs of P&T committee members and decision makers;
� Reduced registration fees at the Society’s Annual Conference; and

other PTS-sponsored events;
� Networking opportunities at live events;
� Subscription to the Society’s official journal, The American Journal of 

Pharmacy Benefits;
� Access to the Society Web site—your source for valuable resources;
� Advocacy and representation—the Society is working on your behalf
 to impact legislative and regulatory issues affecting the P&T process.

SIGN UP NOW!
A.  Membership Category (check one):
  � Healthcare Professional
  � Non-Healthcare Professional

B.  Please check the category that best describes
  your primary business (check one):
  � HMO
  � PPO
  � Integrated Delivery Systems-PHO/MSO
  � PBM
  � Government (non-military)
  � Military
  � Hospital (non-managed care)
  � Nursing Home/Skilled Nursing Facility
  � Fortune 1,000 (non–health industry related)
  � Academia (Univ./School of Pharmacy)
  � Group Purchasing Organization (GPO)
  � Pharmacy (Independent/Chain/Mail)
  � Pharmaceutical Industry
  � OTHER (please specify) ___________________________

C. Please check the category that best describes
  your title (check one):
  � Administrator
  � Financial Officer
  � Corporate Benefits/Benefits Administrator
  � Medical Director
  � Pharmacy Director
  � Utilization Review Executive
  � Quality Assurance Executive
  � Chief/Director of Pharmacy
  � Staff Pharmacist
  � Consultant Pharmacist
  � Educator
  � OTHER (please specify) ___________________________

D. Degree (check all that apply):
  � MD   � DO
  � RPh   � PharmD
  � PhD   � MBA
  � RN   � OTHER (please specify) ___________

E. IMPORTANT:
1. Are you currently a member of a P&T Committee? 
  � Yes   � No

2. If not, have you ever been a member of a P&T Committee? 
  � Yes   � No

3. Are you a Formulary Chairperson? 
  � Yes   � No

Please clearly print your preferred mailing address below: 
  � Home   � Work

Name:  __________________________________________________________

Title: ____________________________________________________________

Affiliation:  _______________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________ State: _______________  Zip: __________

Telephone: ______________________________________________________

Fax:  ____________________________________________________________

E-mail:  __________________________________________________________
� Regular Membership $100
� Student/Intern/Fellow Membership $20

  Date of Completion: ___________________________________________

  School/Institution: _____________________________________________

Method of Payment:

� Check (enclosed)

� Credit Card (check one):  �  Visa   �  MC

Card Number: ____________________________________________________

Exp. Date (mm/yy) ____/____

Cardholder’s Name (print): _________________________________________

Cardholder’s Signature:  ___________________________________________

Postal and audit regulations require all forms to be signed and dated. 
Incomplete forms cannot be processed.

Signature: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

Do you agree to receive periodic communications from the Society that are 

consistent with the Society’s mission and the interests of its members and are 

sponsored by third party commercial organizations (i.e., pharmaceutical

manufacturers)?   � YES   � NO
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Technology Policy, and Steven D. Pearson, MD, MSc, 

FRCP, president of the Institute for Clinical and Economic 

Review, Harvard Medical School. You then will be able to 

hear an interactive panel discussion, “Healthcare Delivery 

Systems: Applying Evidence in Clinical Practice,” moder-

ated by and featuring board of trustees members from 5 

different healthcare practice settings. Finally, we will be 

presenting a workshop on “New Challenges in Vaccine 

Therapy Management.”

This is the first time we have used webinars to dissemi-

nate information from our annual conference. We hope 

that they help you in your own policy development activi-

ties and encourage you to attend our annual conference 

in Washington, DC, November 5-6, 2009, at the Gaylord 

National Hotel. We are developing the annual conference 

program now and welcome suggestions for topics to be 

covered, speakers to be invited, and potential corporate 

and organizational sponsors. Please feel free to contact 

our executive director, Joe Eichenholz, at jeichenholz@

pandtsociety.org for more information.

The conference that will take place on May 18-19, 2009, 

at the Embassy Suites Airport Hotel in Philadelphia, Penn-

sylvania, is the first annual forum of P&T committees con-

ducted by the Center for Business Intelligence in association 

with the PTS. This conference will help you understand the 

latest market dynamics impacting formulary development, 

management, evaluation, and the P&T process. The drug 

pipeline spotlight will review some of the most promising 

and challenging treatments for formulary consideration in 

the pharma and biotech areas. You will hear the latest P&T 

strategies from leading healthcare organizations and institu-

tions. I am pleased to be chairing this conference on behalf 

of the PTS and know that you’ll find it a unique experience. 

Information on the conference is available on our Web site 

(www.pandtsociety.org) or at www.cbinet.com.

The year 2009 is one of unprecedented challenge to all 

Americans. The healthcare system must adapt to change 

and accommodate the needs of millions of Americans 

suffering from economic hardship. But we also have a 

tremendous opportunity to share knowledge, insights, 

and best practices to achieve the maximum value from 

our nation’s investment in healthcare services and prod-

ucts. The American Journal of Pharmacy Benefits and 

the Pharmacy & Therapeutics Society can responsibly 

address the healthcare needs of our country today and in 

the future. We welcome the Journal as our partner and 

as a positive force in the dissemination of new ideas in 

the healthcare arena.   




